would replace page 2 of the original response with the faxed, corrected page thereby meeting the 
requirement to respond to the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. The faxed page, addressed 
to Ms. Lovelace, was received by the PTO on August 1 7, 2004 at the number indicated by Ms. 
Lovelace, as evidenced in the attached affidavit of Joann Young. Applicants' counsel 
subsequently docketed the Response to Notice of Non-Compliance Amendment as having been 
timely filed. 

On January 18, 2005, Examiner Del Sole contacted Applicant's counsel record, Colin 
Cahoon, by telephone to inform him that no Response to the Notice of Non-Compliant 
Amendment had been received. Consequently, Applicants file this Supplemental Response to 
the Notice again enclosing the compliant amendments originally faxed to Ms. Lovelace on 
August 17, 2004. 

Attached to this response is a copy of the fax which was originally sent on August 17, 
2004 to the PTO at the number given above. The fax was sent by Joann Young, a legal assistant 
at Carstens & Cahoon, LLP. Also attached is a photocopy of the transmission verification report 
of the sent fax. This report shows the date and time that such fax was successfully transmitted. 
Attached to this response is also a notarized affidavit by Joann Young testifying that such events 
are true and accurate as explained, and that such transmission was considered proper. 

Also attached is the notarized affidavit of John Meline attesting to the telephone 
conversation with Ms. Lovelace which prompted the initial fax filing of Applicants' Response to 
the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. 

Due to misfortunate events beyond their control, Applicants therefore respectfully request 
that no fee be levied against their responses in complying with the requirements advanced by the 
Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. The Applicants also respectfully request that the 
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amendments as submitted by fax on August 17, 2004, be accepted as proper and responsive to 
the office action mailed April 19, 2004. The amendments to claims 1 and 15, as submitted by 
fax on August 1 7, 2004, and showing how the claims were modified, are presented below. 
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AMENDMENTS 

Please amend claims 1 and 1 5 as shown below. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A circular die for extrusion of an extrudate , said die 
comprising: 

an outer die having a generally conically shaped opening and in fluid 
communication with an extruder; 

an inner cone nested in non-contact with said outer conically shaped die 
opening; and 

a drive shaft connected to said inner cone and located outside of said outer 
die such that said drive shaft is not in contact with the extrudate . wherein said 
inner cone rotates axially with said drive shaft. 
15. (Currently Amended) An extruder die in communication with an extruder, said 
extruder die comprising: 

an outer component defining a circular exit port through which extrudate 
is directed; 

a cone nested in, but not in contact with, said circular exit port; and 
a drive shaft attached to said cone, wherein said drive shaft is located 
outside said outer component such that an extrudate in communication with the 
outer component is not in communication with said drive shaft . 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicants therefore respectfully request that no fee be levied against their responses to 
the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. The Applicants also respectfully request 
consideration of the application and allowance of the claims as now modified. A response is 
now respectfully awaited. If there are any outstanding issues that the Examiner feels may be 
resolved by way of a telephone conference, the Examiner is cordially invited to contact Colin P. 
Cahoon at 972-367-2001. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any payments that may be due or credit 
any overpayments to Carstens & Cahoon, LLP Deposit Account 50-0392. 



Respectfully submitted by: 




Colin P7 Cahoon 
Registration No. 38,836 
Carstens & Cahoon, LLP 
PO Box 802334 
Dallas, TX 75380 
(972) 367-2001 
(972) 367-2002 Fax 
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